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this is the ſoul which animates 
his throne; and the practice, 
which, with no unſkilful ef- 
fort, is imitated by his ſuc- 
ceſſor. 8 
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Not leſs ſacred than the 


Banki Veda dsl 
book have been. The holy 
eyes of educating kings and 
initiating tyrants ſhould alone 
have read the Bible of Ber- 
lin, and have witneſſed the 
inumination of its page: for 
them it is a text-book, a 
compound at once of doc- 


trine and example. But 


ſhall not the editor loſe his 


4 F 


9s > caſte, 
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caſte, for thus opening it to 
view profane? Fear not for 
him: the poor and humble 
Paria cannot be degraded. 


Myſtery and deception are 
the grand inſtruments. Uni- 
verſal in their agency, like 
the paſſions of mankind, and 
operating their end, like them, 
by various modes, how they 
work their way in Pruſſia our 


little book will tell: what 


they 


vi 
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theſe matters better in France." 
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THE FIRST. 


ORIGIN OF OUR. FAMILY. 


R con- 
fuſion, amidſt barbarous nations, 
there was ſeen to ſpring up a new ar- 
rangement of fovereignties. The go- 


vernors of different countries ſhook off 
the yoke of ſubjection, and ſoon be- 
came powerful enough to over- awe 
their maſters; they obtained privileges, 
or, to come nearer to the truth, it was 
B with 


| 
| 
| 
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Rane. Among thoſe <a ones, 


there were ſeveral who laid the foun- 


dations of the greateſt monarchies; 
and perhaps, on a fair calculation, 
even all the emperors, kings, and 
ſovereign princes, at this very time, 
owe their reſpective ſtates to them. 
As for us, we are, moſt undoubtedly 
in that caſe. I fee you bluſh at this. 
1 forgive you for once; but let me 
adviſe you never to play the child 
ſo again, Remember, once for all, 
that, in matter of kingdoms, he 
catches them that can; and that there 


is no wrong but in the caſe of Dong 


cen to return . 


0 The firſt of our dit ws ac- 
quired ſome rights of ſovereignty over 


the 


with the form of one Em on the 
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the country of which he was governor, 


was Taſſillon, of Hohenzollern. The 
thirteenth of his deſcendants was Bur- 
grave of Nuremberg; the twenty- 
fifth of them was Elector of Branden- 
burgh ; and the thirty-ſeventh, King 
of Pruſſia, Our family, as well 
as all the others, has had its' Achil- 
les', its Ciceros, its Neſtors, its 
drivellers and its drones, its mo- 
thers - in- aw, and, without doubt, its 
women of gallantry. It has alſo of- 
ten aggrandized itſelf by thoſe kinds 
of right, which are only known to 
princes at once in luck, and in force 
enough to exert them; for, in the 
order of our ſucceſſions, we ſee thoſe 


of conveniency, of | expectancy, and 
of protection. From the time of 


Taſſillon to that of the great Elector, 
we did little more than vegetate. We 
| B 2 could, 
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ane af he 3 of the great 
ſconce or chandelier of the empire. 
William the Great, by the ſplendor 
of his actions, raiſed our family into 
pre · eminence; and, at length, in 
1701, (the date, you ſee, is not a very 
ancient one,) vanity placed a crown 
on the head of my grandfacher ; and 
it is to $his epoch that we ought to 


refer our true exiſtence, ſince it put us 


into a condition of acting on the foot- 
ing of kings, and of tieating, upon 
terms of equality, with all the powers 
* ac. | 


— ee = tabs 
Ny ame we might eaſily con- 
clude, that it is not to any eminence = 


in them that our family. owes its ag- 


grandizement. The greateſt part of 
our princes have been rather remark- 


able for miſconduct; but it was chance 
and circumſtances that have been of 
ſervice to us. I would even have you 
to obferve, that the firſt diadem that 
bound our brows was placed on one of 
the vaineſt and lighteſt of heads, and 
that head on a body ee and 


hump- backed. 


And here, I am aware, my dear 


nephew, that I am leaving you in the 


dark as to our origin. It has been 
pretended, that that ſame Count of 
Hohenzollern was of a great family; 
but, in truth, few ever appeared in 
the world fo bare of titles. However, 
at the worſt, it is indiſputable that we 
are of an ancient noble extraction: 


good 
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ru. MENATION: or MY KINGDOM, 


As to this point, 1 am not 5 well 
off as I could wilh, To convince 
yourſelf of which, | caſt your eyes 
over the map, and you will ſee, that 
the greateſt part of my territories is 
diſperſed or divided in ſuch a man- 
ner, that they cannot mutually aſſiſt 
each other. I have no great rivers 
that run through my provinces ; ſome 
border upon them, but few interſect 
4 n 
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„The ſituation, extent, and ſoil, of the ter- | | 
-ritortes of the great Frederic have been wonder- 
fully changed of late years; changed upon his 
own principles too, as will appear hereafter, 
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in which the wheat and rye have ſome 
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or THE SOIL OF MY TERRITORIES. 


- A third at leaſt of my dominions 
lies in waſte; another third is in 


woods, waters, or marſhes. The 


third, which is cultivated, produces 
nor wine, nor olives, nor mulberry- 
trees. No fruits nor garden- ſtuff 


come to any thing, without great care, 


and very few to the true point of 
perfection. I have only a few parts 


reputation. 


. OF THE MANNERS OF THE INHABI- 


TANTS, ö 


Under this head I have nathing 
Oey or deciſive to - pronounce, 
, becauſe 


8 MORNING) 1. 
becauſe my kingdom is but a kind of 
Moſaic, made up of various pieces. 
All chat I can, with any certainty, ſay, 
is, tliat, in general, my ſubjects are 
hardy and brave, uncurious as to 
eating, but ſond of drinking; tyrants 
on their eſtates, and ſlaves in my 
ſervice; inſipid lovers, and ſurly 
huſbands; of a wondrouſly cold 
phlegmatic turn, which I take to be, 
at the bottom, rank ſtupidity ; good 
civilians, | mw of „ pe leſs 
affecting a great Sneha their 
dreſs, but imagining themſelves dreſt 
in high taſte, with a little bag and a 
great hat, boots up to their waiſt, a 
little cane, a very ſhort coat, with a 
very long waiſtcoat. As to the wo- 
men, chey are almoſt all fat, and ſpe- 

2 ere have great gentle- 


neſs, 
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neſs, love their domeſtic employment, 
and are commonly faithful enough to 


their huſbands. As to the girls, they 
enjoy the privileges in faſhion; to 
which I have ſo little objeftion, that 
I have, in my Memoirs, ſought to ex- 
cuſe their weakneſſes, I hold it good 
policy to give thoſe pretty creatures 
all the eaſe and freedom that may 
be, to prevent their learning a horrid 
practice, by means of which they 
might amuſe themſelves without fear 
of conſequences, but which would 
cauſe a notable prejudice to the ſtate. 
Nay, to encourage them the, more to 


population, I take care in my regi- 
ments to give the preference to the 
fruit of their amours; and, if the off- 


ſpring of an officer, I make him an 
enſign, and oſten raiſe him to higher 
rank before his turn. 

C MORN- 
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Reuicion is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary in a ftate. This is a maxim 
which it would be madneſs to diſpute; 
and a king muſt know very little 
of politics, indeed, that ſhould ſuf- 
fer his ſubjects to make a bad uſe of 
it ; but then it would not be very wiſe 
in a king to have any religion him- 
ſelf, Mark well, my dear nephew, 

C 2 what 
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what I here ſay to you: there is no- 

head and heart than religion; becauſe 
it neither agrees with our paſſions, 
nor with thoſe great political views 
which a monarch ought to have. 
The true religion of a prince is his 
intereſt and his glory. He ought, 
by his royal ſtation, to be diſpenſed 
from having any other. He may, 
indeed, preſerve outwardly a fair oc- 
caſional appearance, for the ſake of 
amuſing thoſe who are about turn, | 
__ es eSnherrt Ge 


0 prieſt and women do, if he fears 
ll, _ like Lewis the XIVth,* in his | 


„And, it might be added, Lewis XVI. — 
Vide Mullan Holand. l Ya 
e 0 


MORNING: I, 13 


2 is apt to become timo- 
childiſn, and fit for nothing 


If che point 
is to avail himſelf of a favorable mo- 


ment for ſeizing a province, Q an army 
of devils, to defend it, preſent; them- 
ſelves to his imagination; we are, 
on that ſuppoſition, weak enough to 
think it an injuſtice, and we propor- 


tion, in our conſcience, the puniſh- 


ment to the crime. Should it be 
neceſſary to make a treaty with other 
Powers, if We remember that we are 
be over with us; we ſhould. be con- 


ſtantly bubbles. As to war, it is a 


mruade, in which any the leaſt, ſcruple 
would ſpoil every thing ; and, indeed, 


what man. of honour would ever make 


3 ; 1 3 g S. 
Alas, unhappy Poland! | 
| war, 
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5 wur; if he had not the right to make 


aalen dar ſhould authorize Plunder, fire 
bee T9449 1 "<a 


— ds thy W mean, aki 
Pine make a proclamation of im- 
Piety and atheiſm; but it is right to 
adapt one's thoughts to the rank one 
common ſenſe, have held no prin- 
eiples of ' religion but what favoured 
their aggrandizement. ' It would be che 
liest thing" imaginable,” if a prince 
were to confine himſelf ro ſuch paltry 

trifles as were contrived: only for the 
way for a prince to keep fanaticiſm _ 
but of his country is for him to have 
the moſt cool indifference- for religion. 
Believe me, dear nephew, that holy 
e of ours has her little caprices, 
like 


wx” LS, © 


A 
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like any woman, and is commonly as 
inconſtant. Attach yourſelf, then, dear 


nephew, to true philoſophy, which is 


ever conſolatory, luminous, coura- 
as Nature. You: will then ſoon ſee, 
that you will not have, in your king- 
dom, any material diſpute about ro- 
ligion; for parties are never formed 


but on the weakneſs of princes, or on 


that of their miniſters. There is one 
important reflection I would wiſh you 
to make; it is this; your anceſtors 
have, in this matter, conducted their 
operations with the greateſt political 


_ dexterity; they introduced a refor- 
mation which gave them the air of 
_ apoſtles at the ſame time that it was 


filing their. purſe. Such a revolu- 
tion was, without doubt, the moſt 
reaſonable that could ever happen 

5 
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in ſuch a point as this; but, ſince 
there is now hardly any thing leſt to 
de got in chat way; and that, in he 
preſent poſition of things, it would 
be dangerous to tread in their foot- 
ſteps, it is therefore even beſt to ſtick 
to toleration. Retain well, dear 
nephew, the principle I am now to 
inculcate to you: let it be your rule 
of government, that men are to wor- 
| ſhip the Divinity in their own way; 
for, ſhould you appear in the leaſt 
neglectful of this indulgence, - all 
would be loſt and undone in your 
dominions. Have you a mind to 
know why my kingdom is compoſed 
of ſo many ſets? 1 will tell you: in 
certain provinces, the Calviniſts are in 
poſſeſſion of all the offices and poſts ; 
in others, the Lutherans have the ſame 
advantage. There are ſome, where 
141 | the 
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Catholics are ſo predominant, that the 
king can only ſend there one or two 
Proteſtant deputies ; and, of all the 
ignorant and blind fanatics, I dare 
aver to you that the Papiſts are the 
moſt fiery and the moſt atrocious. 
The prieſts in this ſenſeleſs religion 
are untameable wild beaſts, that preach 
up @ blind ſubmiſſion to their wills, 
and exerciſe a complete deſpotiſm. 
They are aſſaſſins, robbers, violators 
of faith, and inexpreſſibly ambitious. 
Mark but Rome | Obſerve with what 
a ſtupid effrontery ſhe dares arrogate 


to herſelf dominion over the princes 
ok the earth! As to the Jews, they 
are little vagrants, poor devils, that 
at bottom are nbt ſo black as they 


are painted. Almoſt every where re- 
buffed, hated, and perſecuted ; they 
pay, with tolerable exaftneſs, thoſe 

| D who 
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who endure them, and take their re- 


venge by bubbling all the Giplerons 


_ can _ wa 


* 7 our PEA made themſelves, 


in the ninth century, Chriſtians, out 


of complaiſance to the emperors; in 
the fifteenth, Lutherans, in order to 
ſeize the / poſſeſſions of the church ; 
and Calviniſts, in the ſixteenth, to 
pleaſe the Dutch, upon the account 
of the ſucceſſion of Cleves; I do 
not ſee why we ſhould not make our- 
ſelves indifferent to all theſe religions 
for the ſake of maintaining tranquil- 
lity in our © dominions. My father 
had formed an excellent project, but 


it did not ſucceed with him; He 


had engaged the Preſident Laen to 
compoſe for him a ſmall treatiſe on 


_ which was to procure» a co- 


alition 
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alition of the three ſects into one. 
The preſident abuſed the Pope, hinted 
that St. Joſeph was a ſoft ſimpleton, 
took the dog of St. Roc by the ears, 
and pulled St. Anthony's pig by the 


tail; he enpreſſed no faith in the 


ſtory of the chaſte Suſannah, he looked 
on St. Bernard and St. Dominic as 
courtiers that were refined cheats, and 
proteſted againſt the. canonization. of 
St. Francis de Sales for a ſaint. The 
eleven thouſand virgins. met with no 
more quarter from his incredulity than 
all the ſaints and martyrs of the Je- 
ſuit Loyola. As to the myſteries, he 


agreed that no explanation of them 
ſhould. be attempted, but that good 


ſenſe ought to be put into every thing, 
while he was by no means for being 
tied up to the mere ſound of words. 
As to the Lutherans, he was for ma- 

D 2 king 


20 MOANING I, 
king of them the centre-point of u- 
nion and of reſt; he wanted the Ca- 
tholics to be, in appearance, ſome- 
what leſs faithful to the court of Rome; 
but then he admitted that the Luthe- 
rans ought to betray lefs ſubtilty of 
argument in their diſputes. He in- 
ſiſted, that, on removing certain diſ- 
tinftions out of the way, the' ſets 
would find "themſelves very near to 
each other. He thought there would 
be more trouble required to bring the 
Calviniſts to a conciliation, becauſe 
they had more pretenſions than the 
Lutherans. In the mean while, he 
propoſed one good expedient, which 
was, not to have any but God for 
one's confident, on occaſion of taking 
"the communion. He looked on the 
worſhip of images as a bait for the 


it 
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it was proper for a country to have 
a tutelar Saint of ſome kind or other. 
As to the Monks, he was for en- 
pelling them, becauſe he looked on 
them as an enemy that always laid 
the country under heavy contributions. 
But prieſts, he allowed them their 
houſekeepers for wives. This ſcheme 
made à great noiſe, becauſe thoſe 
good ladies, the three mother-churches, 
thought themſelves each reſpectively 
aggrieved, and that it was a ſacrilege 
to touch upon the holy myſteries. 
But if this eſſay of a project had 
been reliſhed, there would have been 
no efforts ſpared to have effectuated 


its execution. I have not, my dear 
nephew, renounced it, and I flatter 


myſelf that I ſhall facilitate to yqu 
the execution of it. The grrat point 
is, to be uſeful to the whole of hu- 

| | man 
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man kind, by rendering all men bro- 
thers; and by making it a law to 
them to live together as friends and 
relations, by inculcating to them the 
dying in commutual peace and con- 
cord, and to ſeek their ſole happineſs 
maxims ſhall have once taken root 
in the riſing generations, the fruit of 
it will be, the world's forming itſelf 
into one numerous family, and the 
ſo much celebrated golden age will 
not come up to that ſtate of felicity 
which I | ardently- wiſh. to mankind, 
and which it will then enjoy with» 


the writings in my kingdom, on re- 


wc *howld- breathe the -ſtrongelt 
ſpirit 
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ſpirit of contempt. for all the re- 
formers that ever were, and I never 
let flip any the leaſt occaſion of un- 
maſking the ' ambitious views of the 
court of Rome, of its prieſts, © and 
miniſters. Thus, little by little, 1 
ſhall aceuſtom my ſubjects to think 
as I do, and ſhall detach them from 
all Manger; 


But as it is neceffiry to have ſome 
religious worſhip, I will, if I live 
long enough, underhand, bring into 
play ſome man of eloquence, who 
ſhall preach a new one. At firſt, I 
will give myſelf the air of deſigning 
to perſecute him; but, little by little, 
I will declare myſelf his deſender, and 
will, with warmth, embrace his ſyſ- 
tem. And, if you muſt know the 
truth, that ſyſtem is already made. 
Voltaire 


24 MORNING 1. 
A Voltaire has compoſed the preamble 


a kind of reſemblance to truth. He 
has dug up certain curious anecdotes 
of popes, of biſhops, of prieſts, of 
miniſters, of the other ſets, which 
diffuſe a fingular gaiety over his work. 
It is written in a ſtyle fo cloſe and 
ſo rapid as not to leave time for re- 
flexion: and, full as this author is of 


while he is advancing the moſt doubt- 
ful principles. D*'Alembert and Mau- 


We, have formed the ground- work 
of 
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the moſt ſubtile art, he has the air 
of the greateſt candor imaginable, 
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of the plan, and the whole is calcu- 
lated with ſuch ſcrupulous exaCtnefs, 
as to tempt one to believe that they 
had + endeavoured to | demonſtrate it 
to themſelves before they ſought to 
demonſtrate it to others. Rouſſeau 
has been at work, for theſe four 
years paſt, to obviate all objections; 
and I am anticipating in imagination 
the pleaſure I ſhall take in mortifying 
all the ignorant wretches that ſhall 
dare to contradict me; for there is 
an army of prelates and prieſts, con- 


ſtantly aſſembled, who are for ever 


impoſing on the populace, which has | 


\ neither the capacity nor the time to 
reflect.“ Thence it comes to paſs, 
_ that, * thoſe countries that ſwarm 


e that more countries than one have 6 
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with ptieſts, the: people are more un- 
chappy and more ignorant than in 

rote ſtant countries. The prieſts. are 
| Ake ſoldiers, who do miſchief habi- 
tually and ſor amuſement. There 
are already prepared fifty conſequences 
. for: every object of diſpute, and, at 
leaft, thirty reflexions on each ar- 
ticle of the Holy Scriptures. He 
is even actually taken up with fur- 
niſhing prooſs that every thing, at 
preſent, preached from thence, is but 
a fable, that there never was a ter- 
reſtial paradiſe, and that it is de- 
grading God to believe that he made, 
after his own image, a mere ideot, 
and his moſt perfe& creature a rank, 
_ lewd,. jade, For, in ſhort, adds he, 
nothing but the length of the ſer- 
pent's tail could have ſeduced Eve; 
and, in that caſe, it proves there 
AG = * mult 
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muſt have been a horrid diſorder 
of her imagination.“ The Marquis 
d' Argens and M. Formey have pre- 
pared the conſtitution of a council; 
I am to preſide in it, but without 
pretending that the Holy Ghoſt is 
to give any the leaft particle of 
light to me more than to the 
reſt, There ſhall aſſiſt at it but one 
miniſter of each ſe& of religion, and 
four deputies of every province, two 
of which to be of the nobility and 
two of the commons, or third eſ- 
tate, All the other prieſts, monks, 
and miniſters, in general, to be ex- 


\ cluded, as being parties concerned in 
the matter. And, that the Holy Ghoſt 


may the clearer appear to preſide in 


„oh fie! Fredetic! 


F. 2 this 


v8 MORNING 1. 
_ this aſſembly, it will be agreed to de- 
cide every thing n erding to 
common ſenſe. 


MOR N- 
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THE THIRD. 


ON JUSTICE. 


S 
they owe reſpect to us.“ By this, I 
mean, dear nephew, that we muſt 


da Juſtice to all men, and eſpecially to 
our ſubjects, when it does not over- 
ſet our 81 rights, or wound our 


Bf This ſentiment need not be quarrelled withs 


but mark the explanation, 
own 


— — 
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oven authority; for there ought to 


be no ſort of equality between the 

right of the monarchs and the right 
of the ſubject or ſlave. But we muſt 
be firmly impartial and juſt when 
the point is to ſettle a matter of right 
between one ſubject, whatever he may 
be, and another. This is an act which 
is alone enough to make us adored. 
Repreſent to yourſelf Charles I. brought 
to the ſcaffold by that juſtice which 
the people implores, and demands 
with a loud voice, I am born 
with too much ambition to ſuffer, in 
my dominion, any order that ſhould 
cramp my authority, and this moſt cer- 
rainly is the only reaſon that obliged 
me to make a new. code of Juſtice. 
I am very ſenſible that I have reduced 
the old dame from her long robes to 
a Jacket and petticoat ;* but I was 
8 afraid 
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afraid of her ſharp ſight, as I knew 
her weight with the people, and knew, 
withal, that princes of any dexteri- 
ty might, at the ſame time that 
they were ſatisfying their ambition, 
make themſelves adored. The great- 
eſt part of my ſubjects really be: 
lie ved that I was moved at the grie- 
vances reſulting to them from chica- 
nery, or the tedious proceſſes of the 
law. Alas! I own to you, nay, 1 
ſometimes. bluſh to myſelf for it, 
that, ſo far from having had ſuch 4 
relief in view, I am actually regret- 
ing the little advantages thoſe pro- 
ceſſes uſed to procure me; for the 
taxes on them, and on the ſtamped pa- 
pers made uſe of in them, have ſuf-' 
fered a diminution, to the detriment 
of my revenues, near five Wande 
thouland livres. > Leo n 5 
SG. Do 


32 MORNING III. 


Do not then, my dear nephew, 


ſuffer yourſelf to be dazzled with the 
word juſtice: it is a word that has 
different relations, and is ſuſceptible 
of different conſtructions, Theſe are 
the ideas that I annex to it: Juſtice 
is the image of God. Now who can 
attain to ſuch high perfection? Is 
it not more reaſonable to give up 
ſo vain a project as that of an entire 
poſſeſſion of her? Review all the 
kingdoms of the earth, examine and 
mark whether 'ſhe is in any two 
kingdoms adminiſtered in the ſame 
form, Conſult next the principles 


that rule mankind, and ſee whether 


they and Juſtice agree. What is there 
then ſo extraordinary in a man's be- 
ing juſt after his own way? When 1 
caſt my eyes over all the tribunals of 

| f my 
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my kingdom, I obſerved an immenſe 
army of lawyers, all preſumably 
honeſt men, and yet violently ſuſ- 


peed of not being ſ0.*® Every tri- 
bunal had its ſuperior ; I myſelf had 
mine; for even thoſe judgements gi- 
ven by my council were liable to con- 
troul or oppoſition. I was not angry 


at this becauſe it was a cuſtom.F But 


F on 


— * So are we all; all honorable men !** 


+ The men of the law can, in proceſs of 


time, come to ſuch a pitch, as to be a match 


for the monarch, to ſtruggle with his power, 
and even to overſet it. Under a weak prince, 
ſurrounded with ignorant or avaricious mi- 
niſters,, lawyers will ſtart up, .and ſtrengthen 
themſelves with the love of the people, whoſe 


cauſe they affect to embrace; and, little by. 


little, they will accompliſh their end of 
ns, and levelling in the duſt, the idols 


to 


33 
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on examining, or rather on obſer- 
hy ing. en ny; day Sing 


adn wth e 


Do not let, the ſhrewd management of the 


a parliaments of Rrance be forgotten. Under the 
pretext of diſburthening from the taxes they 
are loud for taking off, they exaggerate to the 
king the public diſtreſſes; they paint the ſtate 
running to its ruin, they give freſh. ſpirit 
t the boldneſs of its enemies, deſtroy the 
patriotiſm of the ſubject, and end with u- 
ſurping the adminiſtration into which they 


force themſebves. Inſtead of doing juſtice to 


the wretches whom circumſtances of oppreſ- 
ſion compel to apply to them, they drag them 
at their chariot-wheels, ſtrip them, and ſend 
them to die naked on a dunghill, All the 
philoſophers of Paris loudly exclaim againſt 
theſe open depredations exerciſed on the weak. 
The men of the law in that kingdom have been 
ever depraved, and rapacious of money, Read 
the Chancellor de I''Hipital, and you will be 
convinced of ths n Nor. 


* 
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ground, and invading the property of 
my ſubjects, 1 was frightened at all 
the immenſe bewildering labyrinths 
in which thouſands of my ſubjects 
were loſing themſelves and devoured 
alive. But what gave me. moſt diſ- 
quiet was, the flow, but ſure and 
conſtant, march of the people of the 
law, that ſpirit of liberty inſeparable 
from their principles, and that dex- 
trous management of their's of pre- 
ſerving their advantages, and of cruſh- 
ing their enemies, with all the ap- 
pearances of the moſt auſtere equity. 
I made paſs in review before my me- 
mory all thoſe acts full of rigor, 
and often very unaccountable, of the 
parliaments of England and Paris, 


and was ſurpriſed at ſome of them 
being ſo diſgraceful to the majeſty of 
the throne, It was amidſt all theſe 

F 2 reflexions 
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reſlexions that I determined to ſtrike at 


the foundations of this great power, 


and it was only by ſimplifying it as 
much as I could, that I have reduced 
it to the point at which I wanted it. 
You will, perhaps, be ſurpriſed, my 
dear nephew, that men, who have no 
arms, and who never ſpeak but with 
reſpect of the ſacred perſon of the 
king, ſhould be the only people in 
his kingdom able to give law to him. 
It is preciſely for theſe very reaſons 
that it is not difficult for them to 
check or ſet bounds to our power. 
There is no ſuſpecting them of vio- 
lence, ſince they always ſpeak to us 
wich the greateſt decency, and our 


ſubjects are ſoon captivated and led 


away in chains by that firm eloquence, 
which ſeems never to difplay itlelf 
but for their happan-ſs and our, glory. 
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1 have often reflected on the advan- 


tages reſulting to a kingdom from 
a body of repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple, and which is a depoſitary of its 


laws; I am even ready to believe 


that the crown is the ſafer on a 
king's head for its having been gi- 
ven, or for its being preſerved, to 


him by fuch a body; but that he 
muſt be ſtrictly an honeſt man, and 
made up of good principles, to per- 
mit his actions to ſtand every day 1 its 


- ſcrutiny or examination. 


When one has ambition, one muſt 
renounce that plan; I ſhould never 


have done any thing if I had been 


cramped. Perhaps I might have ob- 
tained the character of a juſt king, 
but 1 ſhould have miſſed that of a 
hero. | | 
The 
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The limited monarch is oftener 
expoſed to the viciſſitudes of fortune 
than the arbitary deſpot: but then 
the deſpot muſt be active, enlighten- 
ed, and firm. There are more vir- 
tues required to give a luſtre to a ſtate 
of deſpotiſm than to that of monar- 
chy. The courtier flatters the mo- 
narch, ſooths his vices, and deceives 


him: the fave proſtrates himſelf 


before the deſpot, debaſes himſelf, 
but gives him right information. It 
is, then, of more uſe to a great man 
to reign arbitrarily, bur more grievous 
to the people to live under ſuch a go- 
wernment. . J's $24; 3 
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"THE FOURTH. . 


© "ON POLITICS. 


JINCE ir has been agreed -among: 
men, that to cheat or deceive one's. 
fellow-ereatures | is a mean and cri». - 
minal action, there has been ſought 
for, and invented, a term that might 
ſoften the appellation of the thing, 


and the word, which undoubtedly has 
been choſen for that purpoſe, is Poli- 


tics, Now the word has been only 
1 out in favour of ſovereigns; 
1051 becauſe 
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becauſe we cannot quite ſo decently 
de called rogues" or raſcals. But, be 
that as it may, this is what I think 
as to politics. I underſtand, then, 


by this word, dear nephew, that we 


are ever to try to cheat others. It is 


the way to have the advantage, or, at 


leaſt, to be on a footing with the reſt 


of mankind. For you may reſt per- 
ſuaded that all the ſtates of the 


world run the ſame career. Now this. 


principle being once ſettled, never 
be aſhamed of making alliances, and 
of being yourſelf the only party that 


draws advantage from them. Do 


not commit that ſtupid fault of not 


abandoning them whenever it is your 
intereſt ſo Mans WW 
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ping your neighbours is only to take 
away from them the means of doing 
you a miſchief. It is politics, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, that found "kingdoms 
and preſerve them; fo that, dear ne- 
phew, it is fit that you underſtand 
them thoroughly, and conceive them 
in their cleareſt light. For this pur- 
poſe, I ſnall make two diviſions of 
them to you, the one Pol trries of 
the Srarz, the other PRwarE Po- 
LITICS : the fuſt turns on the great 
intereſts of the kingdom; the other 
on the particular intereſts of the king, 
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| Without a guard, and travel night 
and day; my train is far from nu- 
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racter; and this is à point to which 


you muſt pay a very ſerious atten- 


tion. When 1 was only prince royal 
J had very little of a military turn; 
J loved my eaſt and the pleaſures of 
the table, and, as to love, I made it 
on all ſides. When I came to be 
king, I. appeared the | ſoldier, the phi- 
loſopher, the! poet; I lay upon ſtraw, 
J ate ammunition-bread at the head 
of my camp, I drank very little be- 
fote my ſubjects, and appeared to have 
a contempt: RE Jo 
wack ach mbit gd: do sion 


As for my nd conduct, it is 
this: in my journeys I always g 
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merous, but well choſen. My car- 
riage is plain, but then it is hung 
e eaſy 3 and "= 
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in it as well as in my bed. I ſeem 
to have no nicety about my eating 
or drinking. A lacquey, a cook, a 
ur confectioner, are all the menials I 
s of have for providing my table. I or- 
de it der my on dinner myſelf, and it 
be is not what I acquit myſelf the worſt 
phi- I of, as I know the country, and what- 
raw, ever I call for, of wild game, of fiſh, 
head or butcher's meat, it is always ſure 
be- to be of the beſt produce of the 

have land. Ei NG! 9 75 | 


Wen I come to a place of inhabi- 
it is tants, I have always a fatigued air, 
and ſhew myſelf to the people in a 
very ſhabby furtout and a wig ill 
fes that often make a marvelous. 
ung IN impreſſion. I give audience to the 
jeep whole univerſe, except to prieſts, mi- 

in 19 G2 niſters 


44 MORNING iv. 


as thoſe gentry are uſed to ſpeak ſo as 
to be heard at a diſtance, I hear them 
from my window; a page receives 


them, and makes my compliments 


to them at the door. In every thing 
I fay, I affect the air of thinking of 


ſubjects; I aſk queſtions of the no- 


particulars. 
nephew, heard, as well as myſelt, 
the flattering diſcourſe of thoſe good 
kinds of people. You cannot for- 


get him that ſaid, that 1 muſt be 
an extraordinary good king, who: 
coud put myſrlf to ſo much fas: - 
tigue aſter having carried on ſo long 
a: war. Fou may alſo remember 


him who pitied me from bis heart, 
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bility, of citizens, of mechanics, and 
enter wick them into the minuteſt 
Lou have, my dear 
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on, and the ſmall diſhes that were 


ſerved" on my table. The poor man 
did not know that I had a very good 


coat underneath, and could not ima- 


gine it poſſible to dine any thing like 
well without a ham m ſnoul- 


| eren n 


A a e, of my n e 
a regiment is to paſs muſter, I take 
care to read over the names of all its 
officers and ſerjeants, and ] retain three 
or four of chem, with the names of 
che companies to which they be- 


long. I procure an exact informa- 
tion of the petty abuſes which may 
have been. committed by my cap- 


mins, and I allow the ſoldiers liberty 
of complaining. The hour of the 


* 1 ſet out from 


wherever 
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wherever I am. Preſently the mob 
ut gets: round me; nor do I ſuffer: it to 
be kept off, but chat by the way with 
the firſt perſon that is neareſt me, 
or that can make me the moſt reaſon- 
able anſwer. As ſoon as I am come 
to the regiment, I ſee that the exer- 
ciſe be without too much trouble, and 
rather with eaſe, performed throughout 
all the ranks, and I ſpeak to all the 
captains. / When I am over · againſt 
thoſe whoſe names I have retained, 
I ſpeak to them freely, as likewiſe 
to all the lieutenants and ſerjeants: 


W e eee 


argen and pe n 


3 


e L udn the major who: 
uſed to furniſh his company with 
ſhirts too ſhort; J uſed him ſo ill, 


that 
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that one of the ſoldiers had the im- 


pudence, by way of ſhewing the ſcanty 
meaſure, to pull his ſhirt out of his 
en. 


l. a PEP FAMA not W it- 
ſelf of the exerciſe to my ſatisfaction, 
I have a kind of puniſhment for it 
that is not amiſs ; I order it to per- 
form the | exerciſe for thirteen days 
longer than uſual, and aſk-none of the 
officers to my table. If the manu 
vres are well executed, I have all the 
captains to dine with . and} even 
Bene a_ woah 


1 


5 means, * of hen reviews wi 


| ing wbadufted-in this manner, I come 


at a perfect knowledge of my troops; 
and when I find any officer that an- 
ſwers me with firmneſs, intelligence, 
and 
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and clearnefs, I ſet him down in my 
it for <a — wid 
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Hitherto it has been believed by 
the world that it is the ſtark love and 
kindneſs I bear to my ſubjects: that 
engages me to viſit my dominions a8 
often as I poſſibly can. I like to 
leave that ſame world in quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of that idea; but there enters 
very little of the reality of ſuch a 
motive into that trouble I give my- 
kingdom is deſpotic, conſequently I, 
who am the poſſeſſor of it, am alone 
mes, a tour of inſpection through my 
dominions, my governors would put 
TO in my place, and would, 
Uttle 
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Yy | little by little, diveſt themſelves of 
n their principles of obedience, and a- 
dopt in their ſtead thoſe of indepen- | 


other than ſtern and abſolute, thoſe 
who repreſent me would uſurp the 
fame tone of tyranny. Whereas, by 
viſiting my kingdom from time to 
time, I am enabled to take cogni- 
zance of all the abuſes that may have 
been committed of the powers in- 
truſted by me, 'and to keep within 
ly | the bounds of their duty ſuch as might 
I, ÞF otherwiſe take it into their head to 
* tranſgreſs them. Add to theſe reg- 
at BI fons, that of making my ſubjects be- 
W Of lieve, that I come familiarly among 
ut chem purely to receive their complaints, 
d, end to redreſs their grievances. | 
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I have done every thing in my pow 
er to acquire a reputation in literature, 
and, in that, have been more ſucceſsful 
than Cardinal Richelieu, for, thank 

God, I paſs for an author; but, be- 
tween you and me, and not to let it go 
any farther, they. are a damned ſet of 
people, thoſe they call wits. They are 
inſupportable for their vanity : inſolent, 
deſpiſing the great, and yet fond of 
greatneſs; tyrants in their opinions, 
implacable enemies, inconſtant friends, 
difficult to live with, and often flatter- 
ers and ſatiriſis in the ſame day. And 
yet, for all this, they are neceſſary be- 
ings to a prince who would reign deſ- 
potically, and who loves glory. They 
are the diſpenſers of the honours of 
celebrity 
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eekhey without them, there is no 
acquiring a ſolid reputation. They 
muſt, then, be careſſed from our need 
of them, and recompenſed from good 
policy.” As this is a'profeſſion,” or 
call it, if you will, a trade, that takes 
us off from the occupations worthy of 


the majeſty of the throne,” I never 
compoſe but when I have nothing 


better to do; and, to give myſelf the 
more eaſe in it, I keep at my coure 


ſome wits, who take care to put my 


ideas into order. You have ſeen with 
what diſtinction I treated Monſieur 
D'Alembert in his laſt viſit here; I 
always ſet him at my table, and did 


nothing but praiſe him. Tou even 


ſeemed ſurpriſed at the great reſpect 
I ſhewed this author; but you do not 
know, perhaps, that this philoſopher 
is liſtened to at Paris like an oracle; 
0 H 2 that 
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that he. talks of nothing clic there but 
of my talents. and my virtues; and 
that he maintains every where that I 
fulfil the character of 2 true hero and 
of a great king, Beſides, there is a 


ſelf praiſed wich wit and delicacy; 
and, to deal ſincerely with you, I am 
far from being inſenſible to panegy- 


fic, | I cannot diſſemble to myſelf, 
that all my actions are not clearly 
praiſe-worthy ; but D' Alembert is to 


me, he never opens his mouth but 
w ſay obliging things to me. Vol- 
tire was not of ſo pliable a character; 
accardingly I drove him from my 
court, of which I made a merit to 
Maupertuis, though the true reaſon 
at bottom was, that I ſtood in fear of 


vn, becauſe I was not ſure that I 
| "could 


{art of pleaſure io me, in hearing my- 
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could always humour his avarice, and 
knew perfectly well, that half- a- crown 
leſs chan he expected would draw on 


me two thouſand ſeratches from his 
ſatirical claws. 


- Beſides; every thing well conſider» 
ed, and after having taken the advice 
of my academy, it was @ clearly deci- 
ded point, that it was impoſſible for two 
Ry 


e Ae wal, Aerts 
the midſt of my greateſt ſtraits and 
diſaſters, I took care that the wits 


ſhould have their penſions duly paid 


them. Theſe philoſophers exclaim 
againſt war as the moſt execrable of all 
madneſſes the moment that it . 


their pocket. 
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Have you a mind to ſatisfy all the 
world at a very little coſt ? This is 
the ſecret. | Let all your ſubjects have 
leave to apply to yourſelf directly by 
writing, or in perſonal audience; and, 
according as you admit of either of 
theſe, anſwer or hear what they have 
to ſay. 2 1 


to a e- e. 


$09 Pads ide true, [I wil 
e do" you juſtice : but you may alſo lay 


et your account with the zeal I baue 


* for puniſhing calumny and ali. 1 


* am your king, Fon,” 
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If they complain, in perſon, to you, 
hear them with attention, or at leaſt 
with an air that may make them think 
you have it. Let your anſwer eſpe- 
cially be firm and laconic. Two let- 
ters, or two verbal anſwers, in ſuch 
a ſtyle, will ſave you from the impor- 
tunity of many complaints, and will 
give you among your own ſubjects, 
and more yet in foreign courts, ſuch 
an air of ſimplicity, and of deſcending 
into particulars, as in point of charac- 
ter makes the fortune of kings. I 
am well aſſured, dear nephew, that 
on the credit of two letters of this 
kind, actually extant in thoſe coun- 


tries which the French took in 1757, 


I paſſed among them for a king the 
moſt popular, the moſt. plain-dealing, 
| and 
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and the moſt N chat ever was 
er could be. 


AS To DRESS, 


Ae ed uber has $263 ny 
years more, we ſhould have been an 
undone people; for his birth-day would 
have devoured the kingdom. I never 
wear any coat but my uniform. The 


feffion* but in fact it is to make my 


example enforce my preachments of 


ſimplicity of drefs. My father was 
right in his notion of bringing in the 
blue for birth-days. Thoſe who are 


e One ſhould leave embroi- 
dery, 


FSS 2 


from the regard I have for their pro- 


not rich, and would appear well 
dreſſed, would do well to avoid the 
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MORN HM G IV 9 
dery, and the taudry daubings of gold 
and ſilver, to thoſe idle effeminate 
princes who live in the midſt of no- 


chery. There is a neceſſiy for the 
fanciful taſte in dreſs; that they may 
pleaſe the ladies, - which they make 
their ſole 1 Nn 


n. "as ro 1 = 


82119020243 rOfoes , $63.-361}) 4 2Uans 
e 1 a little deiey chad forves we 
one. When one reſiſts! thoſe darts 
he lets fly at us in a fair way, he takes 
another turn; ſo that I would not 


vwiſn you to have the vanity of ma- 


other he is ſure of you. Though l 
have not to complain of the trick he 
has played me, I would not adviſe 

3 I vou 
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chdice of recruits, conſult more. their 


I ſhould have liked hunting well 
_— but the accompt-expenſes of 


that theveavere bar two kings in Bus 
rope rioh enough to keep buck-hounds, 
becanſe it is indecent for a crowned 
1 
en t e. 
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ſpirituous cordials, and yet my ſub- 


jects believe me the moſt abſtemious 
king in the univerſe. - When I eat in 


public, it is my German cook that 


dreſſes my dinner; but when I am 


ſnug in my little private apartments, 
I have a French cook. who does his 
beſt to humour my palate, which, I 
muſt confeſs, is rather of the niceſt, 


Philoſophers may ſay what. they will, 


wich all their. leſſons, but the plea» 
ſures of the ſenſes very well deſer ve 
that we ſhould ſpare them à couple 


of hours a day: ſor, in fact, what 
would our neee er 
them? | 


1 2 1 


| Natute has given me ſelf-indulgent- 
enough diſpoſitions. I love good cat- 


G6 mworwniNnic' wv 


Al could take a pleaſure in play, but 
I cannot bring myſelf to a habit of 


induring to loſe. Beſides, play is the 
looking - glaſs of the ſoul; and this 


does not at all do for me, for I do 


not much dure Fw ue ene 


N * : "XY 
4118 1 8. * 4249 = 


I love ae enivilaitmmenits ex- 


tremely, and eſpecially muſic: bur I 
find the Opera curſedly dear, and the 
pleaſure I take in hearing a fine voice 
ora good violin would be much more 


lively and pure if it did not coſt me ſo 


much money. As no one can be im- 
Poſed upon as to this expenſe, I have 


uſed my beſt endeavours to perſuade 


that it was uſeful and even neceſſary: 
but I never could get the old generals 
ro come into the opinion, that an eu- 
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nuch or a virtuoſo ought to have the 
fame pay as they. 


I will now give up to you the know- 
ledge of man, though at his expenſe, 


Believe me, he is always delivered up 


to his paſſions; vanity is at the bot- 
tom of all his thirſt after glory, and 


his virtues are. all founded on his ſelf- | 
intereſt and ambition, Have you a 


mind to paſs for a hero? Make boldly 
your approaches to crimes. . Would 
you like to be thought virtuous? 


Learn to appear artfully what you are 


not. 
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on POLITICS or THE STATE. 
d Wolivwer 

Tuxsz pollics- nay! be eecuoed | 
de three heads, cr principles. "The = 
firſt,” ſelf-preſervation; and aggran- 
dizement, according to circumſtances. 
Second, alliances never to be made 
the third, to make one's Te re 

PRINCIPLE 


64 MORNING v. 


, q 4 4 
"——"SENOTLE Tür Fer. fer. 


25 SELFP-PRESERVATION: AND - AG» 
g ORANDIZEMENT: 


on toy aſcending the | throne, 1 
_ viſited the coffers of my father. His 
great economy, I found, had put 
me in a condition of conceiving 
great projects. Soon "afterwards [ 
made a review of my troops, and 
fine ones they appeared to me: up- 
on which I returned to my coffers, 
and took out of them wherewith to 
double my military force. As I had 
then juſt rendered my power twice as 
for me not to be contented with only 
preſerving. what I had, ſo that I was 
RP determined to avail myſelf of 
Aung: the 
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the firſt opportunity that ſhould of- 
fer. In the mean while I exerciſed 
my troops, and uſed my beſt endea- 
vours to draw the eyes of all Europe 
on my maneuvres; I renewed them 
every year, in order to appear more 
and more maſter of the art of war; 
and, at length, I obtained my wiſh of 
procuring a general attention. I turned 
the head of all the powers, and all 
the world gave themſelves up for loſt, 
if their military did not move head, 
legs, and arms, d la mode of the Pruſ- 
ſtan exerciſe. All- my ſoldiers and 
my officers took it into their heads 
that they were twice the men they 
were before, on ſeeing they were cve- 
ry where aped. | 


When my troops had thus ac- 


quired an advantage over all the 


K others, 
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others, I had nothing to do but 
to examine what pretenſions it was 
poſſible for me to form upon diffe- 
rent provinces. Four different points 
offered themſelves to my view : Sile- 
ia, Poliſh Pruſſia, Dutch Gueldre, and 
Swediſh Pomerania. | fixed, however, 
on Silefia, both becauſe that object 
deſerved my attention more than all 
the others put together, and becauſe 
the circumſtances were more favour- 
able to me. I left to time the care 
of the execution of my projects on 
the other points. I will not here 
enter on a demonſtration to you of 
the validity of my pretenſions on 
Silefia, I took care to have it eſta- 
bliſhed by my orators. The em- 
preſs-queen oppoſed her's to them, 
and the cauſe was pleaded and decided 
dy 3 guns, ſmall arms, and ſabres 
, But 
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— But let me return to thoſe favoura- 
ble circumſtances I intimated : thus it 
was that they preſented themſelves. 
France wanted to take the empire 
out of the hands of the Houſe of 
Auſtria : — there was nothing I wiſhed 
for more. France alſo had a mind 
to form in Italy a ſtate for the In- 
fant: — this too I liked, becauſe it 
could not be done but at the expenſe 
of the empreſs-queen. In ſhort, 
France had conceived the noble pro- 
ject of marching to the gates of 
Vienna : — that was the very point I 
waited for, that I might ſeize * 
Sileſia. 


: Be then, my dear nephew, pro- 


vided of money; wait for circum- 


ſtances; and be aſſured of not barely 


preſerving ,your dominions, but of 
K 2 aggran- 
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aggrandizing them. There are cer- 
tain ſmall politicians who pretend, 
that, when a ſtate is arrived at a 
certain point, it ought not to think 
of aggrandizement, becauſe the ſyſ- 
tem of the ballance of power has 
limited each ſtate to a certain fixed 
extent, I remember, that the ambi- 
tion of Lewis XIVth had like to 
have coſt France dear, and I am 
not inſenſible of all the diſquiet that 
mine has given me: I know, alſo, 
that France, in the midſt of her 
greateſt diſaſters, diſpoſed of a crown, 
and preſerved the provinces ſhe had 
conquered ; and you may, as to my- 
ſelf, ſee, that, amidſt all the ſtorm 
that threatened me, I have loſt no- 
thing; ſo that every thing depends on 


the circumſtances of the times, and 
| on 


on 
he 
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on the courage of him that rakes and 
holds, 


You cannot, my dear nephew, con- 
ceive how important it is for a king 
and a ſtate to go often out of the 
common road; it is only by the 
marvellous that one can ſtrike an 
awe into others, or get a great name. 
The Balance is a word that has ſub- 
dued the whole world, by the light in 
which it was conſidered of its ſecu- 
ring a conſtant poſſeſſion ; and yet, in 
truth, this ſame Balance is no more 
than a bare word, an empty ſound; 


for Europe is a family in which 
there are too many bad brothers and 
quarrelſome relations. I go farther 


yet, dear nephew: it is by the con- 
tempt of this ſyſtem that one muſt * 
come at any thing that is great. Be- 

hold 
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| hold the Engliſh, they have put the 


ſea in chains; that fierce unruly ele- 
ment no longer dares carry any veſſels 
but with their permiſſion, 


From all this, it reſults, that it is 
good policy to be always attempting 
ſomething, and to be perfectly per- 
ſuaded that we have a right to every 
thing that ſuits us. You muſt only 
take care not to make, with too much 
vanity, too open a proclamation of 
ſuch pretenſions; and eſpecially to 
maintain at your court two or three 
perſons of eloquence, and leave it in 
charge with them to juſtify you 
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PRINCIPLE THE SECOND, 


ON ALLIANCES, 


To form alliances for one's advan- 
tage is a great maxim of ſtate, and 
there are no powers that can anſwer 
to themſelves a neglect of it. Thence, 
by clear inference, it follows, that 
you ſhould break an alliance as ſoon 
as ever it becomes prejudicial to you. 
In my firſt war with the Queen of Hun- 
gary, I abandoned France at Prague, 


becaule I got Sileſia by the bargain. 


If I had eſcorted the French ſafe to 


Vienna, they would never have given 
me ſo much. Some years after I 


renewed with them, becauſe I had a 
mind to attempt the conqueſt of Bo- 
hemia, and thought it beſt to keep 
N meaſures 
3 : 
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meaſures with this power, againſt I 
might have occaſion for its aſſiſtance. 
Since that time I have neglected that 
nation, in order to come in with a- 
nothet that offered me more. When 
Pruſſia, dear nephew, ſhall have 


made her fortune, it will be time 


enough for her to give herſelf an air 
of fidelity to engagements and of 


- conſtancy ; an air which, at the moſt, 


becomes none but great ſtates or lit- 
tle ſovereigns. I have already, dear 


nephew, told you that politics and 


villany are almoſt ſynonymous terms, 
and I told you the truth. And yet 
you will, on this head, find ſome 
people who have formed to them- 


ſelves certain ſyſtems of probity ; ſo 


that you may hazard any thing by 
means of your ambaſſadors. I have 
found forme that have ſerved me in 


very 
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very delicate occaſions, and who, to 
come at a myſtery, would have rum- 
maged or picked the pockets of a 
king. Let your choice fall eſpecially 
on thoſe who have the talent of ex- 
preſſing themſelves in vague, inde- 
finite, terms, or in ſquinting and per- 
plexed phraſes. You would not do 
amiſs to have at your devotion ſome 
political phyſicians and lockſmiths; 
they may ſometimes be of great uſe 
to you. I know, by experience, all 
the advantages that may be n 


by cheir means. 


PRINCIPLE THE THIRD, 
Gee 1 * 


nn 


- OF INSPIRING RESPECT AND FEAR. 


To make one's ſelf reſpected and 


fared by one's neighbours is the very 


L ſummit 
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ſummit of high policy. This end is 


firſt, is to have a real force and 
eſſectual reſources ; — the ſecond, 1s to 
make the moſt of the ſtrength one 
has. — Now we are not within the 
firſt caſe, and chat is the reaſon of 
my having neglected nothing that 
might make me ſhine in the ſecond. 
an embaſſy ſhould always be ſent 
with great ſplendor, and cut a great 
ever, only ſerved at Vienna to put 
the French into a ridiculous light; 
. for the Auſtrians concluded, that the 
whole nation ſmelt. as ſtrong of muſk 
and amber as he that repreſented it. 


As for me, I rather hold that it is 
more by the noble manner in which 
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an ambaſſador makes his maſter ſpeak, 
than by the parade of his equipages 

or retinue, that he gains a true or 
valuable reſpect: — it is for this rea- 
fon that I propoſe never more to 
employ ambaſſadors, but only en- 
voys. Befides, the firſt of theſe cha- 
racters is too difficult to fill ſuitably, 
as it requires a man of great note or 
diſtinction, very rich, and who un- 
derſtands politics perfectly ; whereas, 
with this laſt advantage -only, an en- 
voy may ſerve ſufficiently for the pur- 
poſe. By adopting this ſyſtem, ou 
will, every year, fave a cohſiderable 
ſum, and your buſineſs will be as well 


done. There are, however, ſome oc- 
caſions, in which it is neceſſary to 


ſnew away with ſome magnificence; 
as for example, when you come to a 


rupture with a court, or make an al- 


L 2 hance, 
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Vance, or for a nuptial ceremony. 
But theſe embaſſies mult be ever con- 


__ as mate. Min 


++ Neves aſk indy, ue ſeem rate 
to demand. If you have any cauſe 
of diſcontent given you, reſerve your 
revenge for the moment in which you 
may obtain the moſt complete fariſ- 
faction, but eſpecially; do not "ſtand 
in fear of: repriſals; your glory will 
not ſuffer for it, it will only be fo 
much the worſe for thoſe of your 
ſubjets on whom the damage may 
fall. Te muſt, then, be your great 


aim chat all your neighbours ſhould 


be perſuaded that you fear nothing, 
and that nothing can aſtoniſh you. 
Endeavour, above all things, to paſs 
with them for one of a dangerous 
* of mind, who knows no other 


principles 
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principles but thoſe that lead to mi- 
litary fame. Manage ſo that they 
may be fully convinced that you would 
ſooner loſe two kingdoms than not 
play a part that may tranſmit you 
to poſterity. As theſe ſentiments are 
thoſe of a ſoul above the common 
order, they ſtrike, they confound, the 
greateſt part of mankind; and it is 
this that, in truth, conſtitutes in the 
world the greateſt monarchs, 


When a ſtranger comes to your 


court, overwhelm him with civilities, 


and eſpecially try to have him always 


near you; this will be the beſt way 


to keep concealed from him the de- 


ſects of your government. If he is a 
military man, let the exerciſe of your 


regiment of guards be performed be- 
fore him, and let it be yourſelf that 
commands 
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commands them. If he is a wit who 
us "compoſed a work, let him fee it 
lying on your table, and talk to him 
of his talents. If he is in a mercan- 
tile life, liſten to him with affability, 
. cerof 
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